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SAFETY CATCHES AND ARRESTING DEVICES 


FOR CAcES, S¥YIiPS, AND CARS IN MINE SHAFTS AND SLOPES 


In the interest of safety in mining, the Bureau of Mines recommends: 


l. 


That cages or sxips used for hoisting or lowering 
men in vertical and steeply inclined shafts shall be 
provided with safety cutches designed to prevent 
falling of the cage or skip if the hoisting rope or 
other connections break; and 


That cars used for hoisting or lowering men with 

ropes in slopes shall be provided with arresting 
devices, other than ordinary brakes, that come into » 
action if the hoisting rope or other connections 

break ® 


In presenting this decision, it is recognized that the principal re- 
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“ents for safety in hoisting operations are the use of hoisting ropes 
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2118 size and strength to provide a factor of safety recognized as 


ade 
mate by the best engsincering practice; their proper care, protection 


aces : 
"St undue wear and corrosion, and frequent inspection; and immediate 
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Of ropes from service when inspection or tests cast doubt upon 


thej 
* further safe serviceability. 


There is no device known to the Mine Safety Board that can be relied 


On ’ 
Sbsolutels to avrest the ca,;e, skin, or car in all conceivable con- 
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slopes may fail; therefore, over-reliance upon such devices or relaxation 
of attention to hoisting ropes is dangerous. Where recommended devices are 
employed, they should be inspected daily and subjected to actual drop tests 
at frequent regular intervals; where guides are used, they should be in- 


spected often to insure proper maintenance. 
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